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GLOSSARY 



Werican College Test (subsequently referred to as ACT) - A national, standardized 
test of college aptitude. 

Attrition - A loss of students from the university either by student resignation, 
death, or by withdrawal on request of the university due to academic failure or 

expul s i on . 

College Entrance Examination Board Scholastic Aptrtud e Tes_t_ (subsequently refer 
red to as C.E.E.B. SAT) - A national standardized Scholastic Aptitude Test 
measuring verbal and mathematical aptitude of persons applying for college 

adrn i ss i on . 

Dec ; i e - One-tenth of the range of SAT scores. 

Drop .~„t - A term used to describe a former student who has resigned of his own 
accord or has been dropped by the university for low grades. 

El iqible to continue - A level of academic achievement sufficient to remain 
enrolled at the university but insufficient to be graduated-even though the 
required number of hours has been passed. 

Marginal student - A term used to describe a person who appears to have just 
barely enough college aptitude for survival. 

Reduction - A loss of students from a school or college either by attrition or 
by changing to another school or co 1 1 ege w i th i n the university. 

Sub jects - Total number of university students on whom research is based. 
Survival - A r' edition whereby a student has completed a particular year(s) 
of college and is eligible to continue. 



o 

U 




RELATED RESEARCH 



Confronted by alarming casualty rates, college officials have renewed their 

earch for reliable information as to why students drop out. 

The present study appears to be unique in the literature in that it relates 
innual college attrition directly to College Board Verbal and Mathematical decile 

sco res . 

In a 1360-65 longitudinal study by Bayer** of 8567 project talent students who 
attended college, it was found that 60.5 percent of the group studied had completed 
the baccalaureate degree within five years after completion of high school and 
17.9 percent were currently enrolled in college in 1965, representing "delayed 
potential graduates". Of a great many variables considered likely to be associated 
with college success, the only two factors which correlated greater than .10 among 
the men were the general information test score (r=.27) and the mathematics apti- 
tude score (r=.32). For the girls, the general information test and the mathema- 
tics aptitude were also correlated with the criterion, but the parental status 
measure had a considerably higher correlation value (r=.42) than did any otner 
single factor. "The temperament variables, socio-economic factors, ethnic.- 
religious variables, residence variables, family or or ientation variables, and the 
high school factors yield relatively little independent influence in determining 
delay or 'normal' completion of senior college for either boys or girls. Bayer 
concludes that while abilities emerge as the most important factor in predicting 
college success that "nevertheless, the results of this study again illustrate 
our inability to predict with any great degree of accuracy which students will 
drop out of col lege and which will not". 



4 Bayer, Alan E., "The College Drop-Out: Factors Affecting Senior College 

Completion", Sociology of Education Journal , Summer 1968. 
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In a recent study by Bard , 5 it was concluded that one of the pri ,e reasons for 
liege students dropping out was unnecessary academic pressures the first year. 

another vein, this article quotes Dr. Dana L. Fansworth of Harvard University as 
ying that "we have good reason to believe that in some institutions the propoi 
on who leave college because of emotional difficulties is considerably ..lore chan 
If: immatur i ty , rebellion, nonconformity, worry, anxiety, social inadequacy, 

ability to adapt to changing conditions, 'ack of independence and responsibility, 
id sometimes an even more severe mental disorder". It was also stated in this 
udy that low self-esteem (gained from parents) is a factor. 

In a 1967 study entitled "Attrition Among College Students", Panos and As t 1 n 
.ported on the results of studying 36,405 cases at 246 institutions. It was found 
nat drop-outs tended to come from lower socio-economic backgrounds. It was also 
^ported that the drop-outs were higher among students who did not plan to attend 
raduate school and among those who had lower grades in high school. In terms of 
ne influence of the college itself, it was found that success was related to pos i - 
ive peer relations, participation in college activities, and lack of faculty concern 
or students. The overall attrition rate for this group was 35 percent and it was 
tated that sex was not a significant factor. This report concluded that colleges 
ith higher attrition rates had relatively severe grading practices, a faculty not 
oncerned with students, and considerable freedom on the part of students to select 

he i r cou r s es . 

Davis (1962)^ warned trustees that each ea r 1 y - 1 ea ve r represented a financial 
oss of over $1,000 to the institution. He suggested a list of variables that 

5 Bard, Bernard, "College Students: Why They Drop Out 11 , Education Digest , 

/ol . XXX IV ’ No. 7, P- 18, March 1969. 

6 Panos, Robert J. and Astin, Alexander W. , "Attrition Among College Students", 
Report No. AC E -RR — Vol . 2, No. 4, 1967. 

7 Davis, P. H., "Trustees Take Heed of Attrition", Liberal Education , 1962, 48, 
479-486. 
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